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2 Samuel 22:3 

The God of my rock; in him will I trust: [he is] my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high tower, and my refuge, my saviour; thou savest me from violence.

2 Samuel 22:31

[As for] God, his way [is] perfect; the word of the LORD [is] tried: he [is] a buckler to all them that trust in him.

Congregational: 
● “Be Magnified”
● “You alone” (Meadowgreen Music 1998)
● “Down on my Knees” by Greg Ferguson

● “Learning how to Lean”
Drama or Video:

	 Drama Description 


Top of Form

	Quagmire, The
	Author: Various Authors

	 
	

	An "everyman" character explains to the audience his reasons for heading to the Quagmire. It isn't a pleasant place; in fact, most people there are miserable, but it's attractive because it's an escape. Half-way through this sketch, God reminds the character He loves him and will guide him through to higher ground.  


Bottom of Form

 Bottom of Form

http://www.willowcreek.com/willowdrama/searchresults.asp
Offering and Announcements:

Message:

This message is intended to provide you with examples of how a man of faith trusted God no matter what. 

After listening to this you will need to ask yourself “Who do you trust?”  Will you trust God no matter what?
Let us pray…

Opening Prayer:
Lord, please anoint this message filling the hearts of many who will hear it in ways that enhance their trust of you.  You have proven over and over again to be worthy of trust.
We love you in Jesus name amen.

Message Cont’d:
We are going to learn about how to trust from Joseph’s life story.

|_________________________________|__________________________________|

|                                                                  |                                                                    | 

Chapter                                                  Chapter                                                       Chapter  

37                                                             40                                                                 50

Joseph’s life starts with Genesis chapter 37 and ends in Genesis chapter 50.
He trusted God as you will see later.

Trust is a difficult thing to do for some especially if trust was violated in some way.

God can be trusted as scripture demonstrates from cover to cover.

Before we go ahead we should look at what is means to Trust. What is trust?

Definitions:

Merriam Webster defines “Trust” as follows:

1 a : assured reliance on the character, ability, strength, or truth of someone or something b : one in which confidence is placed
2 a : dependence on something future or contingent

How did Joseph Trust God throughout his life? Let us read God’s word to see what happened in Joseph’s life.
Joseph summary: 

Joseph, the Shepherd->  Joseph's Coat ->  Joseph and His Brethren  -> Joseph Cast into the Well ->  Joseph into the Well  -> Joseph Sold by his Brethren -> Joseph's Bloody Coat  ->Joseph in Egypt ->  Joseph and Potiphar's Wife -> Potiphar's Wife Accuses Joseph -> Joseph placed in prison -> Joseph Interprets the Chief Cupbearers and the Chief Baker's Dreams in a Prison -> Joseph forgotten by the chief cupbearer ->  Pharaoh's Dream  ->  Joseph was remembered by the chief cupbearer ->Joseph tells Pharaoh’s what God reveals about his Dreams ->7 Fat Years and 7 Lean Years -> Joseph Receives His Brothers ->  Joseph Reveals Himself to his Brothers  ->  Joseph Recognized by his Brothers ->  Joseph Pardons His Brothers  ->  Joseph, brothers and father Jacob-> Death of Jacob ->The Burial of Joseph at 110 yrs old
He never gave up on God. Scripture never mentions that Joseph gave up on God.

Joseph went through the following and Trust God no matter what!

1. He was hated by his brothers

2. He was sold into Slavery.

3. He was sexually harassed

4. He was imprisoned without parole for something he did not do.

Did you know that there are 130 similarities between the life of Joseph and that of the Lord Jesus Christ? The Bible never says that Joseph was a "type" of Christ, but the resemblance is undeniable. It is almost impossible to read the story of his life without thinking of the Savior of the world.

Among them: 

    - Both were the favorite son of a wealthy father: Gen. 37:3, Matt. 3:17
    - Both were rejected and hated by their brothers;
    - Both were sold for the price of a slave: Gen. 37:28, Matt. 26:15
    - Their brothers conspired to kill both of them; Joseph eventually was not killed, 
       Jesus was; 
    - Joseph reconciled with his brothers, and soon he raised them to honors, Jesus did 
       the same, he died for our redemption;
    - Joseph fed with bread all the people in the 7 years of shortage, Jesus is the "bread 
       of life” of Jn.6:48-58; 
    - Joseph was the Savior of his people and of the gentiles, Jesus, the Savior of all
       mankind, in an eternal dimension; 
    - Both loved those who hated them, pardoning them, and even raising them to 
       honors: Gen.50:20, Matt. 5:44
Both were sold for the price of a slave (Joseph- 20 shekles of silver, Jesus- 30 pieces) (Exodus 21:32) if you kill a slave adds 50% to the price!!!! (Zachariah 11:12)

Both placed with 2 other prisoners, one was saved and the other was lost, the one killed was hung on a tree as did the robber who died with Christ


    - Both were shepherds: Gen. 37:2, John 10:11-14
    - Both were taken into Egypt to avoid being killed: Gen. 37:28, Matt. 2:13
    - Both began their ministry at the age of thirty: Gen. 41:46, Luke 3:23
    - Both were filled with the Spirit of God: Gen. 41:38, Luke 4:1
    - Both were humble and unspoiled by wealth: Gen. 45:7-8, John 13:12
    - Both loved people freely: Gen. 45:15, John 13:34
    - Both gained the confidence of others quickly: Gen. 39:3, Matt. 8:8
    - Both gave bread to hungry people that came to them: Gen. 41:57
    - Both resisted the most difficult temptations: Gen. 39:8-9, Heb. 4:15.
    - Both were given vision into the future: Gen. 37:6, Matt. 24:3.
    - Both were hated for their teachings: Gen. 37:8, John 7:7
    - Both was falsely accused: Gen. 39:14, Mark 14:56
    - Both were silent before their accuser: Gen. 39:20, Mark 15:4
    - Both was condemned between two prisoners: Gen. 40:2-3, Luke 23:32
    - Both were not recognized by their own brethren: Gen. 42.8, Luke 24:37.
    - Both became a servant: Gen. 39:4, Phil. 2:7
    - Both became a lord / Lord: Gen. 45:8, Rev. 19:16.
Did Joseph do anything of notice that suggested that he did negative things as a result of his various situations? The bible does not say. It indicates that Joseph stayed faithful to the Lord. He remained focus on the will of God.

Reference: Genesis 50:20
But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.
Friends, it is really important to remember to keep your focus off your problems. When you do this the details that you could come up with can overwhelm you. You end up making a mountain out of an ant hill. 
Can you remember focusing constantly on negative situations?

Reflect on this for a moment.

The following story shows the difference between focusing on problems and focusing on solutions:

When NASA began the launch of astronauts into space, they found out that the pens wouldn’t work at zero gravity; ink won’t flow down to the writing surface. In order to solve this problem, they hired Andersen Consulting (called Accenture today). It took them one decade and 12 millions dollars.
They developed a pen that worked at zero gravity, upside down, under water, on practically any surface including crystal and in a temperature range from below freezing to over 300 degrees C.

Video side screens:

[image: image3.png]



The Russians ………………..used a pencil.

Where was God during these circumstances?

Romans 8:28

28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,[1] who[2] have been called according to his purpose.

By God’s grace Joseph was elevated in prison to feeding the prisoners and when he was eventually released he feed the world during the famine.

God is with you and I whether we experience the worst and the very best life can offer.

Scripture is clear that God will work everything for good for those who love Him.

Do you love God?
What examples did Jesus give us on who he put his trust?
Jesus faced very difficult circumstances so that we can be forgiven of our sins and receive eternal life. The movie the Passion of the Christ demonstrated how brutal the torture of Jesus was. If you have not seen the movie I recommend that you see it.

It will spell it out clearly… You will see things more clearly as you do your life in Christ.
In Matthews 27: 26-56 summarizes what took place at the latter part of Jesus life on earth some 2000 years ago.

Matthew 27:26-56

26Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified. 

The Soldiers Mock Jesus 

27Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of soldiers around him. 28They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him and mocked him. "Hail, king of the Jews!" they said. 30They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again. 31After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

The Crucifixion 

The Death of Jesus 

Jesus trusted His heavenly Father throughout His life.
What did Jesus do through out the day? Who did he depend on?

"And early in the morning, while it was still dark, He arose and went out and departed to a lonely place, and was praying there." (Mark 1:35) 

But He Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray. (Luke 5:16) 

And it was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the whole night in prayer to God. (Luke 6:12) 

Pray friend. Pray!

Build your relationship with God. He is always there. There is no place in your life where you can go where you can not be in his presence. Are you seeking Him?

Commentary:
If you are going through a storm your chapter 41 is coming. Change your focus by focusing on the positive and God’s faithfulness. Remember that a book makes up many chapters. The story of Joseph’s life is covered in chapters 30 thru 50. If you draw a comparison to your life one chapter does not make the whole book. Your chapter 41 is coming.
Warning: 

Trusting the right person is so important. The men of Shechem learned this the hard way.

Judges 9
2 "Ask all the citizens of Shechem, 'Which is better for you: to have all seventy of Jerub-Baal's sons rule over you, or just one man?' Remember, I am your flesh and blood."
Such was the case in the Bible with the men of Shechem.  Their leader Jerubbaal had died and his son Abimelech was trying to usurp the throne.  Abimelech sent a message to Shechem saying, "Which is better for you, that all seventy of the sons of Jerubbaal reign over you, or that one reign over you?"  Abimelech's logic was that he was wiser than the others.  He convinced the people to hire a small army to kill off the seventy.  Unfortunately, he later turned on Shechem and destroyed it.  They discovered too late that they had exchanged "small trouble" for "disaster".
Conclusion:
Friends, I don’t know how many chapters you will have in your life. I do know that if you put your trust in our heavenly Father by the end of your life you will come out far better.
If you have not accepted Jesus as your Lord and savior why not do it now. Come forward or contact us so that we can lead you in a prayer. May you become a part of God’s family today and enjoy the future He promises when this life is over.
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Let’s stand for closing prayer.
Closing Prayer:
Lord, make your case to those still on the fence regarding accepting you as their savior. Encourage everyone to read your word the bible daily so as to gain a larger dependence on you. You are trustworthy beyond our comprehension. Melt our hearts so that trusting you comes easy in Jesus name amen.
Postlude:   Fly to Jesus (Instrumental)
Websites references:

http://www.willowcreek.com/willowdrama/product.asp?invtid=PR00460

http://bible.gospelcom.net
http://biblia.com/jesusbible/genesis6.htm
http://www.willowcreek.com/willowdrama/searchresults.asp
For additional information:

http://dutyisours.com/jsummary.htm
Joseph and Jesus (Long list summarized)
